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Mr. Chairman 
Excellencies 
Distinguished delegates 
Ladies and gentlemen. 
 
 

1. At the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) in 

Cairo, 179 of us, the member statescame together to commit to a 20 year Programme 

of Action in the area of population and development. A significant divergence from 

the past - which focused on achieving demographic targets to - a human rights-based 

approach to development with people at the center of all development efforts. 

 

2. Twenty years into the implementation of the Programme of Action, at the national 

level, Bhutan has made tremendous gains.  While total population has increased in 

absolute terms, population growth rate has shown a declining trend—reflecting 

enhanced and improved delivery of health care and services—leading to falling 

mortality and fertility rates, signifying a rapid demographic transition. We have more 

than met the target of reducing both infant and maternal mortality; and have halved 

our population living in extreme poverty. We have achieved universal primary 

education, including gender parity at both the primary and secondary levels. Bhutan 

has also experienced a relatively high economic growth. 

 

3. Despite the gains, numerous challenges remain such as: economic growth being 

primarily driven by the development of hydropower and the export of electricity; 

rising youth unemployment—the youth represents 49% of the total population; 

gender disparities at the higher-secondary and tertiary levels and; the structural 

impediments to development that we face as a small, mountainous and land locked 

country. 

 

4. Adding to these, are the emerging challenges resulting from unsustainable production 

and consumption’s impact on the fragile ecosystem. Furthermore, with increased 

urbanization and changing lifestyles, Non-Communicable Diseases are on the rise and 

coupled with communicable diseases, are increasingly becoming a double burden of 



public-health concerns. There has also been a declining trend in fertility rates and 

increasing longevity—eventually leading to an ageing population. 

 

5. In this context, overcoming the remaining challenges in the implementation of the 

Programme of Action and at the same time dealing with emerging challenges, the task 

becomes even more daunting. For Bhutan, filling the gap in the implementation of the 

Programme of Action involves increasing access to education for the last 2 per cent of 

school going-age children who are not attending any form of schooling. These 

children comprise those in remote and hard to reach areas, including children with 

special needs and, the urban poor. It involves uplifting the remaining 12 per cent of 

the population out of poverty. It also involves providing universal access to free 

primary health-care services to the remaining 10 per cent of the population. The 

segment of population that fall in these gaps are the most vulnerable.  

 

6. As we approach the end of the Programme of Action, we must recognize that 

significant progress has been achieved in its implementation, but much remains to be 

done for those left behind. Therefore, the goals that we set twenty years ago continue 

to remain relevant beyond the target date. Our national experience in development 

show that there is undeniable inter-linkage between population dynamics and core 

issues of development like health, education, patterns of consumption and production, 

the environment, so on and so forth; and that none of them can be considered in 

isolation.  

 

Mr. Chairman 

7. During the 6th Asianand Pacific Population Conference in September last year in 

Bangkok, ESCAP member states adopted the region’s population and development 

agenda for the next decade. The outcome document of the Conference and the 

recommendations therein reflect the concerns and priorities of the region. As we look 

beyond 2014, we hope that these priorities and concerns will inform our discussions 

hereon on population and development. 

 

 



 

 

8. I, on behalf of Royal Government of Bhutan would like to join the other delegations 

in expressing our deep appreciation to the Secretary General and UNFPA for the 

insightful reports on the World Demographic Trends and Framework of Actions. We 

believe that the two reports and in particular, the framework of actions provides a 

good basis for our deliberationsto conceptualize our vision of a common future, one 

that will ensure the economic well-being, improvement in the quality of life, social 

justice, peace and security resulting in happiness, and most importantly well-being for 

the people all over the world. As we move forward, I believe that together, we can 

turn many challenges into opportunities to build more balanced, inclusive and 

sustainable economies. 

 

9. Lastly, Bhutan would like to reaffirm its commitment to the principles of ICPD, 

which finds resonance in Bhutan’s conceptualization of happiness, as encapsulated in 

our policy of Gross National Happiness. We look forward to working with everyone 

here to ensure that these priorities find reflection in a single unified Post 2015 

Development Agenda. 

 

THANK YOU. 

 

 

 


